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march for the purpose of effecting such junction with the APPENDIX
greatest facility and despatch.                                                    ^^ ^

5.  The speediest period at which we may safely expect the
junction to take place.

6.  The person to ^hom the command of his Highness's forces
is to be entrusted.

7.  The means or resources applicable by the Nizam to the
due and regular supply of provisions, whether for the consump-
tion of his own forces or for the use of the united armies.

These are the principal heads of inquiry to which it is neces-
sary to direct your immediate attention.

Upon these points I am anxious to obtain the earliest and
most accurate information.

From these leading points arise several questions of a more
minute description, to which it will also be proper to give due
consideration. I proceed to state the most important of these,
in the order in which they result from the preceding proposi-
tions.

As the reduction of Seringapatam, in the event of a war,
must constitute the sole object of the allies, it is impossible not
to feel a desire that the whole of our subsidiary troops should
be comprehended in the contingent to be furnished by his
Highness for the purpose of acting with our army. These, with
the addition of 6000 of Mr. Finglass's corps, and a suitable
train of field ordnance, and joined by a body of from 8000 to
10,000 of his Highness's best cavalry, under the command of
Eisalahdars of approved zeal and fidelity, would form as large
a force as it would, perhaps, be necessary to require from him.
But if any of the Company's subsidiary troops are to be with-
holden, although their place will be ill supplied by any others
in his Highness's service, the number of the latter must be
proportionably augmented.

When you are informed, however, that the army before
Seringapatam in February 1792 amounted to 30,000 fighting
men (exclusive of five native battalions in different parts of the
enemy's country, and four battalions with the Nizam and the